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1.  What are the main benefits for enrolling in this 
course?  

There are four main benefits for students who enrol in 
this course. 
 
1. The opportunity to spend the whole year 

developing a Creative Product of your choice. In 
fact, you may decide to spend the whole year 
planning and developing a tangible, finished 
product such as a comic book or children’s book, or 
a series of printed material for commercial use 
based on original drawings (think, postcards, 
posters, greeting cards, etc.) Some students are 
simply content with exploring and examining their 
creative urges by developing and producing a body 
of work that may or may not be part of a solo / 
group exhibition.  It’s up to you. Even if you are not 
sure what you wish to create as your main project 
throughout the year, your friendly teachers and 
peers will certainly help you make up your mind. 
 

2. Your Own Studio: You get your very own dedicated 
studio space within the department where you can 
spend a large percentage of time simply developing 
and creating your Creative Product. There are 
specialist teachers who act as mentors at your 
beckoned call to help assist you throughout the 
year – as required. 
 

3. Access to NMIT resources and Facilities: This may 
include access to other studios within the 
department, such as print-making, digital labs, 
drawing and painting studios, etc. 

 
4. Access to practising artists and industry 

professionals. Throughout the year you will rub 
shoulders with like-minded people such as yourself 
as well as teaching staff who are practising artists in 
their own right. They have a world of knowledge 
and are only too keen to pass on their tips and 
advice to you – as and when you require. 
 

2.  How long does the course take?  
 The course lasts for 1 year, full-time. It is often used as 
a third-year specialisation program by graduates of our 
diploma courses, but is open for anyone to apply. A 
diploma qualification or equivalent industry experience 
is a pre-requisite. 
 
Formal classes run on a three-day timetable with two 
days reserved for personal studio practice and/or 
unsupervised access to facilities. 
 
3 What are the course aims and expectations? 

The aim of this course is to provide the opportunity for 
artists looking to reconnect with their arts practice, 
consolidate industry networks and establish an arts 
business.  
 
In Studio Practice, you define expectations through a 
self-directed project that aims at originating and 
developing a creative product goal: teachers help you 
clarify and review these goals as you produce work. The 
theory cluster is designed to develop your 
understanding of creativity and help you originate and 
evaluate concepts for your product; and the business 
cluster is designed to help you develop professional 
skills related to networking, teamwork, and accessing 
promotional and sponsorship opportunities. Drawing is 
seen as a key way of visualising your concepts, and 
photography is seen as a means of building up an image 
file for promoting your product and exploring further 
creative options. 
 
4.  How much will the course cost me each year? 
Course ‘fees and charges’ vary from year to year  
and are largely based on your eligibility, age and/or  
previous qualifications. It's best to contact our  
department to seek current fee structures. Please  
note, there are three types of fees that apply to  
our courses. They are: 
 
5. Tuition Fees 
6. Amenities Fees 
7. Materials Fees 

 
Certificate level courses may be paid with a part 
payment instalment plan over the year of study where 
your tuition fees exceed $800. Eligible students who 
have Health Care cards, receive significant reductions in 
tuition fees. 

 
 Diploma and Advanced Diploma courses can get 

government assistance in the form of a loan called VET-
FEE Help  that will ensure you do not have to repay the 
tuition fees until you graduate and secure employment. 
 
5.  What does “Creative Product” mean? 
You do have to be “creative” (be original and innovative 
in what you make). Part of this innovation might be in 
identifying a niche market or demand for what you 
make, not just the originality of the product itself. 
 ‘Product’ refers to your core business activity whether 
that is your painting, illustrations, photographs, 
accessories, graphic art.  This may then be refined to an 
illustrator producing a series of gift cards, calendars or 
illustrations for a children’s book or a fine art painter 
developing an exhibition of their own work. 
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6.  Can I specialise in one thing? 
Yes you can.  For example a photographer may choose 
to specialise in portrait photography and an illustrator 
may specialise in children’s book illustration.  However 
it is important to remember that an arts business, like 
any business, often requires diversity in order to remain 
viable.  You are assisted early in the year by teachers 
and mentors to define and clarify the potential value of 
what you make to others who could form a receptive 
audience and/or market for your work. 
 
7.  What materials will I need? 
At this level it is expected that you will have your own 
materials or will purchase materials for your specialist 
area.  If you have a laptop, NMIT now has a wireless 
network that you can access for free. 
  
Lockers are available to store all your things. 
 
8.  Do you get a studio? 
Yes, you will have a studio at the Preston campus.  If 
you have a studio at home or elsewhere you can 
negotiate to use either. 
The type of space/access to facilities provided depends 
on the nature of an individual’s proposal for a self-
directed project – last year, for example, some required 
studios on campus, some worked mainly in digital 
formats, while others had external studios and were 
using the course mainly to access specialist mentors on 
a regular basis. The needs of every applicant are 
handled on a case-by-case basis, with every effort made 
to provide necessary facilities for each individual 
project.  
 
 
9.  So how do I get into this course? 
Continuing students from NMIT (Diploma  
graduates) can apply to enrol into the Advanced  
Diploma of Creative Product Development without  
registering their intentions through VTAC. 
 
For outside applicants, the process for entry goes  
something like this: 
 
a)  Locate our course in the VTAC guide (available 

online or in news agencies around August each 
year) and then apply or register with VTAC (for a 
VTAC number) before the end of September.. 

 
       Part time students are not required to register with 

VTAC. If you are not sure and want to apply full time 
and part time, then it is advised to register with 
VTAC. 
 

c)  Once you have registered with VTAC you need to 
contact us to arrange an interview. You can do this 
via the NMIT online booking system on our website  

 http://www.nmit.edu.au/onlinebooking/ 
 
 or phone us directly on 9269 1431 for assistance. 

You will be sent a confirmation email with the day 
and time of your interview plus instructions and 
information about what you need to bring. 
 

d)  After your portfolio review and interview, you will be 
ranked according to your suitability for the course. 
This happens in December. Highly ranked applicants 
will be offered a place in the form of an A-letter. (A 
means Accepted).  

 
e) Once you are offered a place then you MUST enrol 

into the course by the date specified in your offer 
letter in order to secure the place.  
 

f)  Orientation and course commencement takes place 
in February. 

 
10.  How scary is the folio interview? 
 Not at all. The interview panel of two teachers will 

chat with you about your present and past interests 
relating to creative industries (e.g. fine art, 
illustration, photoimaging etc.). The more things 
you show and tell us about yourself, the better.  The 
key thing to discuss at interview is what type of 
personal , year-long project do you envisage 
undertaking based on the skills or career niche you 
wish to develop. 

 
11. What about my folio?  
       What do you expect to see? 

Your folio could include a range of things you have 
created in any media: drawing, painting, 
printmaking, digital, photographic, or design. What 
you show should be related to the project idea you 
wish to develop over a year. 
 

 If you’re not sure about your folio, feel free to 
contact the department to make a time to look over 
your images.  

  
 We love to see your workbooks/visual diaries if you 

have them. 
 
12.  Where is the course taught? 
 The Advanced Diploma of Creative Product 

Development  at NMIT is conducted at our Preston 
campus, although individuals might need to also use 
facilities at other campuses (e.g. Epping or Fairfield) 
depending on the specific requirements of 
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individual projects. The send semester photography 
unit is run at the Epping campus 

 
13.  Do students get to meet industry professionals? 
  Absolutely - as often as possible. First and foremost 

all our teachers are industry professionals. We have 
a very strong program of industry-based forums, 
seminars, workshops, etc. On top of that, there are 
always exhibitions to see and people to meet. We 
invite industry experts to come and meet and talk 
to our students. These can include visual artists 
from varied fields so you can make up your mind 
about your future direction. Our students are 
encouraged to enter prizes and apply for art grants, 
and our end of year exhibitions are attended by 
visual arts industry sponsors. 

 
14.  What is the average class-size? 
  At present, we aim for around 10 to 15 students; 

because of the need to provide year-long individual 
studios (other courses have class sizes of 24-26).  

 
15. What about the teaching staff. How qualified are 

they? 
  At the risk of boasting once again, we are fortunate 

to have a diverse range of experts that teach in the 
Advanced Diploma of Creative Product design . Each 
staff member is a practicing specialist with current 
and respected industry reviews. This means they all 
practice what they teach. The other advantage we 
have is that each staff member is a master of their 
domain or discipline, whether it’s illustration, 
painting, photography, printmaking, drawing or 
digital media. This is no accident. Our teachers were 
hand picked not just for their ‘subject matter 
expertise’ but because they are a vital cog in the 
machine. Our students therefore receive a well 
rounded and relevant multi-discipline education in 
the business of being visual artists. 

 
16.  Graduate exhibitions 
 This year our graduate show was in our A-Space 

Gallery at the Preston campus. We are currently 
negotiating to have next year’s graduate exhibition 
held at an external public or commercial gallery.  

  
17.  Where can I view examples of students’ work? 
 You can also attend one of our public ‘information 

evenings’, “Super Thursdays” (usually on a 
Thursday evening  throughout Semester 2) where 
you can meet and talk with our teaching staff, take 
a quick tour of our studios and of course - view 
examples of student work.  

 
 Some student work can also be seen at 

  
 http://www.artnmit.com/ 
 
 http://youtu.be/m0e_hx5KYh4 
 
  
 Please ring our reception on 9269 1431 to find out 

when the next “Super Thursday” info-session will 
take place.  

 
 Good Luck! 
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